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OBITUARY. 



Egbert L. Viele. 



Gen. Viele 'died at his home in this city on the 22d of April. 
He was apparently in good health during the day, but was taken 
ill soon after retiring at night, and died in a few minutes. 

He was born in Waterford, N. Y., June 17, 1825. He was 
graduated from West Point in 1845, and served in the Mexican War 
and in Indian campaigns. He resigned from the army in 1850 with 
the rank of lieutenant, and became a civil engineer in this city. He 
was State engineer of New Jersey from 1854 to 1856, when he was 
appointed chief engineer of Central Park. He prepared the plan 
which was adopted for the Park. 

In the Civil War he joined the army at the first call for volun- 
teers, and commanded the force which opened the Potomac river 
to Washington. He was Captain of Engineers of the Seventh Regi- 
ment of New York, and was Commissioned Brigadier-General of 
Volunteers in 1861. He took part in the Port Royal expedition 
and the capture of Fort Pulaski, and for a time was military gover- 
nor of Norfolk, Va. 

Later he resigned from the army and resumed his work as a 
civil engineer. He was Commissioner of Parks and President of 
the Park Commission in this city, and in 1885 was elected to Con- 
gress. 

Gen. Viele appeared in 1896 before the Committee of the British 
House of Lords to speak on municipal administration. He was, 
for many years, interested in Harlem river improvements, and in 
the improvement of the upper west side of the city. 

He was the author of "A Handbook for Active Service," and of 
a topographical atlas of the City of New York. 

Gen. Viele became a Fellow of this Society in 1854. He was a 
member of the Council from 1856 to i860, and again from 1879 to 
1900; and he was one of the three Vice-Presidents from 1888 to 
1900. 
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